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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM; HENBRY A, RISSINGRER
SUBJECT: Iateiligence Heport of Growing

ifficulties in North Vietnam

DIA review completed.

According to an uaevaluated iatelligence report from our military attache in
FParis, the North Vietuamese population is demoralized, and the Politburo is
in "disarray™ and convinced that the war muet end this year, The informmtion,
swimarised below, was oblained by a2 private French source in contact with &
North Vietnamese who recently returned from Hanoi. We have been unable to
determine the contact's level of access to inside information within North Viet-
aam, bul he has reported tor several years. Zome of hig reports have been

on the :ensational side, but others nave checked sut,

Pogular Attitudes: The contact reported that the North Vietaamese population
is demorsalized and “ready to expiode”. Human reserves are taxed to the
oazimue and are linited while rationing is more extensive than in 1968,
Pamphlete sre circulating within intellectual circies uestioning the valoe of
liberating the South and the rggime is conducting an anti-pacifist campaign,
Friction bas dovelaped between party cadre and villagers who are asking
epenly when the war will end., The cadre are responding for the first thne
that the war will be gver in six months, The Xecret Police, however, are in
2 str@nger position than <ver.

Politbaro Dissension: The North Vietnaimese Politburo is reported as being

in & state of "digarray™ and has o8t its nast eguilibrivm. 4ll Politbaro
members are convinced that the war must ¢nd this year, The Politbure
reportedly now admits that they can no longer force a Communist government
on the South or oveffthrow President Thieu militarily. They are in fact
prepared to sacrifice the PRG and replace it with 3 gsurely political goveramaent,

Situation in the South: The contact reportedly told the source that North Vietoam
miscalculated the resuite »f the spring offensive. The ARV has fought well;
the popuiation has not risen against Thieu 3nd attacks have legitimized U, 5,

aid to sSouth Vietnam.

Dikes Pr anda: The vontact speculated that “orth Vietnam itself might

destroy some of its dikes in ~rder v srove its propaganda charges of a deilberate
U.&. bombing campaign against the water control system.,
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Future Objectives: North Vietuam veportediy has faiied in ils conventional

and guerilla war. The only remaining avenue ig subversion to hold and populate
the current'y occupied texritory. The war, again the < ontact concluded, must
ead this year.

Comment: The report ig pechaps the most pessimistic assessment yet
abtained on the situation within North Vietnam. While the Worth without

doubt s suffering greatyy from cur bombing £nd mining, we have as yet
received uo corroherating information that the population is "about to explode!
or that the Politburo is deeply divided., The key factor remaians the Secret
Police whe are ctronger than ¢ver today und probably able to contain any
widespread dissent. It nonethecless cemaing significant that the DRV hag been
compe:led to streagthen its security apparatus to cnaure continaed sacrifices
by the North Vietuamese population.
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